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Springfield Church

Road to Golgotha According to St Luke

& Call to Worship &
May we come together
and find common ground.

A space to be ourselves
together as one.

A holy community
that invites diversity
and worships
in the richness of our humanity.

Hymn People look east

Church & Community News

Prayer Of Adoration And Confession

God of truth and light,
you speak into our world
of noise and confusion
with words that
heal, reconcile, and restore.
Your love breaks through
the power struggles of our age,
and your Spirit breathes
courage into hearts weary of conflict.



When others seek power through fear,
you reveal strength through compassion.
When voices rise in accusation,
you offer silence that speaks peace.
You are the source of all that is whole,
the steady heart beating beneath all creation,
the quiet power that brings life out of chaos.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have
not always stood on the side of truth.
Too often we join the chorus of criticism,
allowing gossip and suspicion
to shape our views.

We have built walls where
you call us to build bridges.
We have defended our pride

when you invite us to humility.
Forgive us for the ways
we have used words as weapons,
for the times we have remained
silent when love demanded speech,
and for all we bring to you now
in silence:

(Silence)

Christ comes not to condemn but to renew;
not to shame, but to heal.
By the grace of God,
the kingdom of compassion is already among us.
So be at peace,
we are forgiven, restored, and made whole.
God of unity and hope,
teach us again that love is stronger than lies,
that mercy can outlast resentment,



and that your kingdom comes, even now,
through every act of grace,
through every word that builds up
rather than tears down.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

Introduction

A House divided against itself cannot stand ... in the last couple of weeks we’ve seen
awful images from the United States of Federal Troops meaning government troops
sent in by the President to apparently quell disorder and criminality in certain cities

- all of which are places which voted against the president and for his Democrat
rival Kamala Harris ... The scenes we have seen on TV news are shocking - first of
all I suggest because they’re happening and citizens are being tackled to the
ground, arrested and of course in the case of Renee Good and Alex Pretti, killed. Our
shock might be exacerbated by the fact it’s happening in America ... where the right
to protest, the right to bear arms is constitutional ...

I offer the view that this could be a cautionary tale across many democracies in the
world when so many stand divided ... today’s story from St Luke and from Paul in
Acts 1s cautionary against being divided in and against Christ ... a former Pope
observed that division itself is evil which is perhaps for another day ...

I raise the situation in the States because I suspect most if not all of you have seen
ugly pictures coming out of Minneapolis where Renee and Alex were - I’'m
choosing to say - murdered by Federal troops ... that word is being used by
countless ministers and priests across America this morning .... and some of you
may have heard the musician Bruce Springsteen’s protest song written in the
aftermath of Alex Pratt’s death and calls out the violence, terror and mayhem being
wrought on its streets ...

He sings, A4 city aflame fought fire and ice ‘neath an occupier’s boots ...King
Trump’s private army from the DHS guns belted to their coats ... came to
Minneapolis to enforce the law - or so the story goes ... Oh our Minneapolis I hear
your voice singing in the bloody mist .... we remember the names of those who died
in the Winter of 26 ...



It’s a protest song reminiscent of the 60°s against the Vietnam War ... and I raise
these issues because
surely they’re shocking & contemporary examples of
what happens when human beings not only disagree - which is quite normal - but
what happens when disagreement becomes the jet fuel poured and stoked on

division ...

Discussion
Jesus calls for people to believe in him and not be divided to the extent that his own
followers betray his ministry ... Meanwhile a lot of people say that ‘religion’ is the
single most powerful cause of division and violence across the world and in history.
Is this true? Is it ‘religion’ or more to do with how human beings use its mantle to
advance their own agendas under the ‘guise of righteousness?

Some Context

In the reading from Luke which we’ll hear shortly Jesus does a good thing— bringing
healing to someone in the community... Yet some there watching, rally against the
natural impulse to celebrate his act of kindness and compassion, instead using it as an
opportunity to attack Jesus, accusing him of wielding dark powers—specifically
accusing him of working with Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.

The reference to Be-el-zebul (known as the prince of demons) here is more than mere
insult or slander...

Those seeking to undermine Jesus’ work and ministry—perhaps out of fear or
perceived threat to their authority—may have seen this as an opportunity to crush his
credibility. The slur is not casual abuse but a calculated attempt to associate Jesus’
power not with God, but with the forces of darkness and
evil... and aren’t we seeing a surge in such accusation and mistruth in our day when
out and out insult, barb, allegation and unvarnished verbal violence is being
unleashed out of what seems like a Pandoras’s Box of verbal horrors ... Let’s hear

how it happened in the early Clst against Jesus himself ...

Bible Reading St Luke 11:14-23
Doesn’t this aggressive confrontation remind us of the assembly halls and the public
forums of today—whether physical spaces and arenas of life as well as digital
platforms like social media ... The hurling of insults and nastiness is one thing ...



But the use of slander and intentional character assassination has become a tool for
advancing personal agendas—a power play designed to damage the standing and
authority of others.

Such a situation has deeper consequences. It is I think one of the root causes of
division in our societies and across the world. Of course, there are other sources of
division: intolerance, fear, racial and national hatred, opposing political views, long-
standing disputes—the list goes on ... But the underlying use of slander and insult is
both a symptom of these divisions and a tool wielded by those with no interest in
reconciliation and united humanity ... and yes ... it happened to Jesus ...

As Luke records this particular exchange Jesus is fully aware of what’s happening
and of the attempts to sully his name. He’s also deeply conscious of the

dangers and destructive power of division. He responds with the well-known phrase:
“Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert...” This is a warning to
society, to the world at large, and to all spiritual communities ... Internal division
weakens our collective potential to build just and compassionate communities, and to
foster relationships of trust— relationships that could help create the kind of world
where all can find safety, security, and worth ...

In terms of faith communities there’s the danger that unchecked division threatens the
mission of both local and global efforts to establish God’s Kingdom. WE spoke about
the importance of togetherness two weeks ago as we celebrated the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity ... and of course it’s not the fact that we’ll disagree - of course we
will ... it’s how we manage that and grow in wisdom through it ...

It’s this very different kind of Kingdom Jesus points to when he states clearly and
pointedly the source of his authority: “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out
the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you.”

Jesus could not be clearer—he claims divine authority and presence ... and while we
may disagree with one another as to details his beseeching ask of us is to keep
together in His name while we indulge in our differences and fine tuning ... Here’s
Paul who’s in a similarly divisive place pleading for cohesion in Christ ...

Bible Reading Acts 28:23-28



Homily
Left, right, centre.
High, low, middle.
Formal, informal, in-between.

The kingdom of God
is not made up of stiff-necked people
who can see in only one direction,
read from only one doctrine,
who never cross their fingers
when they read the Apostles Creed,
who do not own a hidden space
set up for critical thinking
and who are unable hear
from another point of view.

The gospel is not black or white
but every shade of grey,
every denomination its own Pantone colour.
There is not left or right but a spectrum between
and the number of bible versions offers us that
the church is not only high, or low
or somewhere in-between
but every level for every person
who ever wants to worship
and that worship is not only offered
as formal or informal or whatever...
The kingdom offers a smorgasbord of flavours.
Our necks are to be loose
that we can look in all directions.

Our minds open
that we can hear the other.
Our thinking critical
no place to leave our brains at the door
and our compassion wide



that we make space to grow towards each other
(despite their views).
The kingdom
1s not divided
it is diverse

Hymn Before the world began

The Offering and Prayer Of Dedication
Gracious God,
all that we have comes from you,
our time, our gifts,
our hope, our love.
Take what we offer now,
our money, our energy, our hearts,
and use them for the work of your kingdom:
to heal what is broken,
to welcome the forgotten,
to speak truth with compassion,
and to build a world shaped by your love.
Through Jesus our Saviour.
Amen.
live the story

Prayer over the Leaves
Gracious Creator, whose love knows no bounds, we lift our hearts to you. As the
sunrise paints the sky, may your grace illuminate our paths. .
May our prayers, whispering as in rustling leaves, be carried by the wind to your
listening ear. Amen.

Prayers For Others, Ourselves & The Lord’s Prayer
God of all goodness,
for the glimpses of your kingdom among us,
for the kindness shared between strangers,
for the courage that speaks truth,
for the work of healing that so often goes unseen,
we give you thanks.



For the beauty of creation that steadies us,
for communities that lift one another up,
for your Spirit that still whispers peace
in the midst of division,
we give you thanks.

And yet, God, we love your continuing work.
We pray for our world,
bruised by conflict and distrust.
Where truth is twisted for gain,
may honesty and integrity find a home.
Where leaders cling to power,
may compassion reshape their hearts.
Where nations are torn apart by fear and greed,
may your wisdom guide the path toward peace.
We pray for those who carry heavy burdens,
the lonely, the anxious, the grieving,
those who feel silenced or unseen.
May they know your presence beside them,
a strength that does not falter.

We pray for your Church, here and everywhere:
that it might be a place where grace is practised,
where disagreement does not mean division,
and where love
1s known to be your way.

We pray in this moment of silence
for all those people, places, and things,
which lie on our hearts this day:

(Silence)

And we pray for ourselves, O God.

In our daily conversations, our acts of service,
our choices about what we say and what we share,
help us to be people of truth and tenderness.
Guard us from the ease of cynicism.



Make us builders of bridges, not walls;

bearers of hope, not hurt.

For we believe, Holy One,
that your kingdom is not a dream far off

but a life unfolding, here and now,
by the grace of Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen

Hymn  You are before me God, you are behind

Sending & Benediction

May God who created a world of diversity
go with us as we embrace life to the full.
May the Son who cares for strangers
help us to understand and respect.
May the Spirit who break down barriers
be with us to celebrate our community.



